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President’s Message

by Tom Burt

General Meetings

The Computer Club December General Membership Meeting will be held 7 PM Thursday,
December 3rd, at Desert Vista. We will conduct the election for 2010 Board of Directors,
followed by holiday entertainment and our usual holiday social with special holiday desserts.

As usual, to conduct club business, we need to turn out a voting quorum of 100.

Upcoming at our January 7, 2010 meeting we will have a presentation on “Securing Your Data”
by John Moxon of PC Laptops.

Membership

As of November 29, we have 1227 new or renewed members for 2009 and 359 for 2010. “Early
Bird” rates for 2010 are now in effect. See the Membership page for full details.

Education Activities for December

We have a good line-up of classes, seminars and SIGs for December. See the December
calendar as well as the Seminars, Classes, "SIGs" and "KKs” pages for full details. Our
education program is one of the great benefits of belonging to the Club.

Lab News

We’ve completed installing Windows 7 Home Premium in Sun Virtual Box virtual machines on
all of the lab’s Vista PCs. We also completed setting up new Virtual Box virtual machines with
Windows XP and MS Office 2003 and all the latest hot fixes. These upgrades allow users and
students to seamlessly move between Windows Vista, Windows XP and Windows 7 without
needing to reboot the PC.

Passing the Baton

This is my final President’s Message. In 2010, Edith Einhorn will take my place as President.
Please welcome her and give her your support. It’s been a great two years. | feel we’ve achieved
a lot. Many thanks to my colleagues on the Board and to all the volunteers who make our club
work so well. I will still be around - on the Board as Vice President - and busy doing my other
Club jobs as Membership Chair, Webmaster, Lab Director, SIG Leader, Seminar Presenter, Club
Software Engineer, and all-around “Helping Hand”.

To all of you — Have a safe and happy holiday season!
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Issue Contributors

Carol Warman — Manager / Editor

Irene Burt Tom Burt Edith Einhorn
Nilda Fernandez Dick Kling Pat LeMay
Ed Rogers Howard Verne Rich Walko

Board of Directors Actions

The Computer Club Board of Directors took the following actions on Wed. Nov.
11, 2009

Howard Verne made a motion that the 2010 Budget include $900 for a base level Apple computer instead
$1400 for the Upgrade 2 Apple computer with a 27” screen. The motion was seconded by Irene Burt. It

was decided to go through the proposed 2010 Budget before taking a vote. After reviewing the proposed

budget, Rich Walko made a motion that the motion by Howard Verne be tabled at this time. The motion

was seconded by Bruce La Follette and approved by the Board.

Bill Wilkinson made a motion that Howard Samsen be appointed as Greeter Coordinator. The motion was
seconded by Ed Barkin and was approved by the Board by a unanimous vote.

General Membership Meeting

The Computer Club December General Membership Meeting will be held on Thursday, December
3rd, 7PM at Desert Vista. We have two important activities. (1) We will hold a brief Business Meeting
to conduct the election of the 2010 Officers and Board Members. (2) We will have our Holiday Social
featuring live entertainment and refreshments. For Club information go to http://www.scs-cc.com/ , call
Tom Burt, President at 341-7095 or email Tom at tnburt@ieee.org.
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Welcome New Members

Glen Black Barbara Lawson
Monica Bonnem Elliott Levy
Eunice Delling Donna Maxin
Robert Doudera Linda McMullin
Marge Geary Terry McMullin
Joan Goode Elizabeth Nelson
Annette Laracuente Wanda Raggio
Hiram Laracuente Robert Sylvester

November Meeting Raffle Winners

The following SCSCC members were lucky prize winners at the November 5 meeting raffle
drawing:

Ruth Dodrill
Alden Barnes
Wendell Stants
Fern Chorna

December 2009 Calendars

To view the December calendars, click the following hyperlink:
http://www.scs-cc.com/Calendars/scscc calendar 2009-dec.pdf
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide a forum for general discussion on a
specific computer related subject. Admission to all SIGs is on a first-come, first-
seated basis and is subject to the maximum allowed by fire code regulations. All
of the following meetings are held in the Classroom.

The <W> or <M> indicate whether a SIG would be of interest to Windows or
Macintosh users.

Creative Graphics <W/M>

1st and 3rd Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. Dark in December

Mel Neiman (228-6727)

Featuring tips, tricks, demonstrations and giveaways with information on greeting cards, business cards,
labels, simple desktop publishing, digital photo tips and using photos in your projects, creating slide
show informational frames, using fonts and creating your own clipart from fonts, e-mail stationery and
animated signatures, journaling, and scrapbooking using computers, new tools for publishing found in
Printmaster.

Very basic photo imaging processing, using small utilities related to graphics, fonts and catalog.

Digital Media <W>

3rd Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Tom Burt (341-7095)

The Digital Media SIG provides a forum for members interested in all aspects of computer-based digital
sound and video to meet, discuss, and learn more about the topic. The SIG's target audience is intermediate
to advanced digital media users, but all members are welcome.

Genealogy <W>

3rd Thursday, 1:00 p.m.

Charles Johnson (804-4943)

Genealogy is one of America’s most popular and rewarding hobbies. Come; let us help you find your
ancestors on the Internet. We will explore helpful, free, sites and assist you in building your family tree.

Hardware <W >

Every Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

George Lobue (256-0822), Chuck Wolff (233-6634)

This SIG provides club members only with no cost assistance for those having upgrades and / or problems
with their computers. Bring in only your PC tower and your problems. Our TECH team will give you our
best effort. Be sure to mark your cables so you can re-connect when you get home.

Linux SIG

2nd Wednesday at 1:00 P.M. and 4th Wednesday at 9:00 A.M., in the Classroom

Sy Bensky (242-6695)

Apart from the fact that it's freely distributed, Linux's functionality, adaptability and robustness, have made
it a main alternative to Microsoft’s operating systems. IBM, Hewlett-Packard and other giants of the
computing world have embraced Linux and support its ongoing development. More than a decade after its
initial release, Linux is being adopted worldwide primarily as a server platform. Its use as a home and
office desktop operating system is also on the rise. This Special Interest Group will investigate Linux’s
potentials and attributes.
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Macintosh Users’ Group <M>

2nd and 4th Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.

Rose Mary D’Aloisio (255-2813)

Bill Euler (233-2351)

This is for Macintosh users of all experience levels. We will have Q&A, so bring your questions and/or
problems.

Photoshop <W>

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

David Alexman (341-6533) and Zoltan Steiner (256-1161)

This SIG will provide you with an overview of many of the basic elements found in both Adobe Photoshop
and Adobe Photoshop Elements, two extraordinary photo retouching, image editing, and color painting
software programs. The Adobe Photoshop programs offer the tools to get professional-quality results. If
you wish to enhance your photographs, this SIG will be most helpful and of great value. This SIG's target
audience is intermediate to advanced digital imaging users, but all members are welcome.

Sun City Wings <W/M>

3rd Saturday, 1:00 p.m.

Ted Wagner (256-4037)

Using Microsoft's Flight Simulator program, we fly all kinds of airplanes from the 1903 Wright Flyer to a
400-passenger 747 jet airliner. Even helicopters are available. You can learn to fly airplanes or you can just
enjoy beautiful sceneries around the world. The unrestricted view from the cockpit is something to
experience. Those simulator programs have gotten "as real as it gets”. We have a lot of fun. Please join us
and take a look into the world of Flying.
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KAFFEE KLATCHES

Kaffee Klatches provide a forum for general discussion on all computer-related subjects. Admission to all
Kaffee Klatches is on a first-come, first-seated basis and is subject to the maximum allowed by fire code
regulations. All of the following meetings are held in the Classroom.

Beginners Kaffee Klatch <W/M>
Every Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Bill Wilkinson (233-4977)

If you are a novice or near-beginner computer user, or if you just want some refresher information together
with a refreshing cup of coffee, then jump-start or recharge your computing knowledge by attending the
BKK sessions. At each session, attendees will explore from one to four topics of particular interest to
beginners and near-beginners. The topics are always announced a couple of days in advance via e-mail to
SCSCC members who have subscribed to the club’s message board. Each topic is presented in a step-by-
step manner and is supported by “how to” notes that can be easily and conveniently downloaded from the
BKK web page. Following each “up front” presentation of one or more topics (approximately 60 minutes
in duration), an informal open-ended Question and Answer period takes place for those who wish to
participate, listen, reflect, or inquire.

Q&A Kaffee Klatch <W/M>
Every Monday at 8:30 a.m.
Helen Perryman (363-7760)

This is a Q&A meeting is designed for everyone to ask questions and exchange ideas in a friendly
atmosphere. No one knows it all and no question is too “dumb”. We learn from answers to others’
questions. If you need help with a computing problem, this just might be where you find the answer.
We’re here and you’ll get a warm welcome!

“Intermediate / Advanced” Kaffee Klatch <W/M>
Every Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.
Sy Bensky (242-6695)

This KK is aimed at intermediate and advanced users. However, all users are welcome. The KK
discussions are not restricted to any one subject, but should be computer or technology related. We will try
to help you keep your systems updated and provide some “tips and tricks”. If you have a tip or information
you would like to share, we encourage you to bring it in and share since the SCSCC is built on “neighbor
helping neighbor”. The fellowship is great, the coffee is good, and the education received from the KK
attendees is priceless. If you are an intermediate or advanced user, stop by and have a cup of coffee with
us
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December 2009 Classes

Because there are a limited number of computer stations available for hands-on
participation, pre-registration is necessary for all classes. See individual
descriptions for details on how to register.

DECEMBER BOOT CAMP CLASS

Dates: December 8, 9, 10, 15, and 16, with each session scheduled from
1-4 P.M.

Dates for January Class: January 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, all from 1-4 P.M.
Lead instructor will be Bill Wilkinson

If you know of friends in the Sun City Summerlin community who
may be interested in taking this class, would you let them know that
this program is available? The class is designed to accommodate both
the brand new computer user as well as the individual who would like
to fill some gaps in his computer knowledge and experiences.

Registration Details:

To register or seek additional information, please telephone Susie Scott
at 242-9745 or 239-8986 (cell). She will arrange to register you and
your friends for an upcoming class and collect the course fee.

Prerequisites: Must be a Club member ($15 membership dues, good
through 2010) and own a computer with the Microsoft WINDOWS XP
or VISTA operating system installed. (Windows 7 will not be
emphasized at this time.)

Class Fee: Fifteen dollars ($15.00), which includes a 126-page
participant’s manual, a CD, and a portable flash drive.

Course Description:

Boot Camp is an introductory course designed for members who are new to computing and/or the
Microsoft Windows operating system. It also serves as an excellent review for intermediate users
who want to fill some gaps in their computer knowledge.

This hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with each participant working at an individual
computer station in the Computer Lab. A multi-member team of lead instructor and four coaches
will provide step-by-step instruction that will include demonstrations, guided practice and
individual coaching assistance.
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Participants will be introduced to the basic vocabulary and concepts necessary to establish an
understanding of Windows. They will be instructed in practical strategies for managing and
organizing their own data files, will be introduced to important strategies for

working successfully with word processing documents, email, and the Internet, and will learn
how to read and write data from and to a compact disk and a portable thumb drive. Those
participants who own a digital camera will enjoy a demonstration on how to copy and paste
photos from the camera to their hard drive, utilizing their newly acquired skills of file
management.

Win 7 Basics: Introduction to Windows 7
Tuesday, December 8 at 10:00 AM

N Location: SCSCC Lab

7a Presenter: Howard Verne

This session is a basic survey of Microsoft’s Windows 7 Operating System and is intended to
give members who have just purchased a new computer with Windows 7 installed, or those who
have upgraded from Vista to Windows 7, a way to jump start their knowledge of Microsoft’s
newest OS. This is your chance to get hands on instruction on Windows 7!

Prerequisite computer skills required to attend this course:
Ability to use a mouse to open/close/minimize windows
Ability to start a program (such as Internet Explorer)
Basic understanding of files and folders

This hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with each participant working at an individual
computer station. A multi-member team of lead instructor and coaches will provide step-by-step
instruction that will include demonstrations, guided practice and individual coaching assistance.
There is no fee for this class.

Registration: To register, send an email with your first and last name, association number, and
the words “WINDOWS 7 BASICS” in the body of your message to hverne@yahoo.com. If,
within 24 hours, you do not get a reply from Howard, please contact him at 363-5337.

Handout: Can be found at http://www.scs-cc.com/smnr/Win7Basic.pdf.

Please print it out and bring it to class.
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Advanced Windows 7

Monday, December 21 at 10:00 AM
Location: SCSCC Lab
W Presenter: Howard Verne

This hands-on class has a limited enrollment of 12 with each participant working at an individual
computer station. A multi-member team of lead instructor and coaches will provide step-by-step

instruction that will include demonstrations, guided practice and individual coaching assistance.
There is no fee for this class.

Prerequisites: Completion of Windows7 Basics class.

Registration: To register, send an email with your first and last name, association number, and
the words “ADVANCED Win7” in the body of your message to hverne@yahoo.com. If you do
not receive a reply from Howard within 24 hours, please contact him at 363-5337.

Handout: Can be found on the SCC Web Site. Please print it out and bring it to class.
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December 2009 Seminars

No advanced registration is necessary for any of our seminars unless otherwise
noted. Seating is on a “first-come, first-seated” basis.

Talk with a Computer Tech
Thursday, December 3 at 9:00 AM
Location: SCSCC Classroom
Presenter: Chuck Strickland

Members who subscribe to HelpingHandsOnline will recognize the name of the presenter of this
seminar. He frequently takes the time to answer many of the questions posed by those who use
our Q&A club Email help line. Others will recognize him as a professional technical support
person who services computers and makes “house calls” to residents of Sun City. By attending
this seminar, you will be able to get your computer questions answered free in a “face-to-face”
meeting with a computing professional. Bring your notepad to the session so that you can make a
record of his advice. Chuck will give priority to all questions that are submitted in advance of the
seminar. Once he addresses those questions, then he will open the floor to a question and answer
segment. Therefore, to guarantee that you will get an answer to your question, just send an Email
message to: chuck@chuckstr89134.com.

How to Buy a Digital Camera
Monday, December 7 at 1:00 PM
Location: SCSCC Classroom
Presenter: Stu Gershon

The following topics will be addressed: History, Megapixels; Optical Zoom; Camera Use;
Cameras and Computers; What to Buy; Where to Buy; and, How to Research. As always, there
will be time for your questions!
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Using the iPhone

Tuesday, December 8 at 10:30 AM
Location: SCSCC Classroom
Presenter: Zane Clark

s

- o

e

This is a seminar for iPhone users to exchange tips, talk about their favorite apps, and learn from
each other.

Researching Travel and Cruising

Opportunities with Your Computer
Monday, December 14 at 1:00 PM

Location: SCSCC Classroom

Presenter: Harvey Lawrence

The Internet, your own private travel agent! While nothing compares to having a reliable and
knowledgeable travel agent, this seminar will show club members the many websites available
for gathering travel information and booking travel.

From finding the best seats available on a plane, seeing what meals on these planes are like (if
they are available), seeing live video from cruise ships, beaches etc. to seeing what special prices
are available. Included in this seminar is a website that tells in detail, the problems that have
occurred on cruise ships—information to which you really would never have access. Very
interesting information!! Additionally, you’ll find out how to print your boarding pass in advance
and save valuable time at the airport or cruise terminal.
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Using the Public Library’s Powerful Data

Bases
Postponed until January

Location: SCSCC Classroom
Presenter: Zane Clark

The Clark County Public Library website has over 140 databases which you can search, ranging
from thousands of full text periodicals and newspapers to auto repair manuals, and medical
references. You can search the New York Times and Los Angeles Times for articles that go
back over 100 years, or find a newspaper from your hometown. Your tax dollars pay for these
databases so why not learn how to use them!

Zane’s presenter’s notes are available by clicking HERE.
(http://scs-cc.com/smnr/LibraryDataBases.pdf)

Gmail and Other Google Programs
Wednesday, December 16 at 9:00 AM
Location: SCSCC Classroom

Presenter: Pat Lemay

Gmail is a free, search-based webmail service that combines the best features of traditional email
with Google's search technology. Gmail makes locating messages so easy that you'll never need
to shuffle mail in your inbox again. Besides offering an entirely new way of reading and tracking
messages, Gmail includes over 7.3 GB of storage space -- and storage space is increasing daily.
Email attachments open on their server which makes getting a virus almost impossible. Don't
waste time with junk mail and unwanted messages. Gmail blocks spam before it gets to your
inbox. If an unwanted message ever finds its way through, you can fight back by reporting it and
help make their spam filters even better.

With a Gmail account, you have access to numerous other programs such as creating and storing
documents, spreadsheets and photographs. The storage of your email, documents, spreadsheets,
and photographs is on their server so you have access to your information from any computer by
logging in with your user name and password. If your computer ever crashes, you will never lose
your information since it is not stored on your hard drive.

Pat’s presentation notes are available by clicking HERE.
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Introduction to Digital Photography
Monday, December 21 at 1:00 PM

Location: SCSCC Classroom

Presenter: Stu Gershon

We will define Digital Photography; Different Ways to Display Your Work;

Five Primary Rules of Digital Photography; How to transfer images from camera to computer;
Organization of information; Basic Editing techniques; What to do with email attachments; How
To Send and Receive Photos With Email; How to Install Picasa on Your Computer; and, What to
buy and where to buy it.

Upgrading to Windows 7 - How to Succeed

(Hopefully, Without Really Trying)
Thursday, December 31 at 9:00 AM
Location: SCSCC Classroom

Presenter: Tom Burt

Windows 7 is Microsoft's newest and, reportedly, best ever version of Windows. If you're
thinking about moving to Windows 7, this 2 %2 hour seminar will give you lots of information
about how to get from your current system to a working setup of Windows 7. We'll cover all the
versions of Windows 7 available, doing clean installs and upgrade installs, how to do a clean
install with an upgrade version, 32-bit vs. 64-bit Windows, upgrades from Windows XP

and Windows Vista. We'll describe how to move your data, settings and even your programs
from your old system to your new Windows 7. We'll include a page full of links to good articles
about Windows 7. And, we'll also save a generous block of time for your questions.
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Web Surfing
by Dick Kling

P

ks

ChangingThePresent.Org is a non-profit organization that enables people to give charitable presents on
behalf of friends, family, newlyweds, and other lucky recipients. Browse through this refreshing website,
where the many gift options include such noble presents as a donation to "Help Women Prisoners", "Save a
Cloud Forest", and "Build a Water Pump".

Changing The Present

http://www.changingthepresent.org/

Seafood Watch

Pescetarians, sushi lovers, and anyone else who regularly enjoys eating seafood will want to bookmark
"Seafood Watch", an educational program from the Monterey Bay Aquarium. Visitors will find easily
accessible information about the tough issues troubling our waters, the plight of endangered fish species, as
well as useful "guides" to help you make responsible choices while grocery shopping and dining out.

http://redirx.com/?0w9v

Edward Hopper

This online exhibition, courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, features a comprehensive collection of
Hopper's work, including his most popular contributions to American Art. Visitors will find that they are
immediately immersed in Hopper's world; the bittersweet silence, stoic solitude, and pedestrian beauty that
endure as the artist's signature style.

http://www.mfa.org/hopper/

History of the American Circus

This cool site explores the first 150 years of the circus in America, its colorful history, rapid evolution, and
overall impact on our nation's culture. Learn about the entrepreneurial pioneers behind the American
Circus, including the 18th Century amateur horse shows of John Bill Ricketts, the legendary marketing
genius of P.T. Barnum, and the "kings of the big top" known as The Ringling Bros.

http://www.circusinamerica.org/public/welcome
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Secret Postcards

"Post Secret" is an extremely cool blog; a Web-based community art project where anonymous people from
all over the world mail in their personal secrets on a single side of handcrafted postcards. Browse through
the secrets of strangers, which vary from whimsical revelations to serious confessions, and are written on
creative "postcards" including dollar bills, photos, paper plates and other homemade cards.

http://postsecret.blogspot.com/
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The Mac Corner

by Ed Rogers

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! THE FOLLOWING CAN HELP KEEP YOU
OCCUPIED IF YOU HAVE ANY QUIET TIME IN DECEMBER!

Challenging Game: Tilt the “floor” to roll a ball through an obstacle course before time runs out.
Neverball is part puzzle game, part action game, and entirely a test of skill. Also found here is Neverputt, a
hot-seat multiplayer miniature golf game using the physics and graphics of Neverball.

Download at: http://tr.im/FkkU

Sports Fan Widget: Keep an eye on your favorite sports teams - all the information you need in one
single and small widget. Show the current scoreboard, full results from previous days, the upcoming
schedule (game times are displayed in your local time), or current division and standings. The widget
supports Baseball (MLB and minor leagues down to Class A), Basketball (NBA, WNBA, and Men's
NCAA College), Football (NFL and NCAA College), and Hockey (NHL). You can open multiple instances
of the widget to track different sports or teams - each instance of the widget will remember your selections.
Download at: http://tr.im/Fkmf

Capture Audio or Video: You can capture almost any audio and/or video stream with iTube Grabber.
Most video streams are in Flash Video format and cannot be played by QuickTime by default. But iTube
Grabber can automatically convert to several formats and presets (iPod, iPhone, MP4, MPEG,...). With the
very intuitive user interface you can browse and capture with ease.

Download at: http://tr.im/FkpS

Add Preference Settings: TinkerTool is an application that gives you access to additional preference
settings Apple has built into Mac OS X. This allows you to activate hidden features in the operating system
and in some of the applications delivered with the system. All preference settings changed by TinkerTool
can be reset to Apple's defaults, or to the state that existed before using the tool. No dangerous background
processes are used for TinkerTool's operation.

Download at: http://tr.im/FkqZ

Securely Wipe Your Hard Drive: Here’s an article describing how you can easily and securely wipe
your hard drive: http://tr.im/FkrO. It covers four options: Don’t Erase Data, Zero Out Data, 7-Pass Erase,
and 35-Pass Erase.
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Want to Create a Web Site?: Joomla! is a powerful Open Source Content Management System (CMS)
for building web sites easily. It can deliver endless extensibility for publishing needs. Joomla! is different
from the normal models for CMS and it's not complicated. Joomla! has been developed for everybody, and
anybody can develop it further. Similarly to the Firefox browser, the core system can be extended via easily
installable add-ons authored by the developer community. The comprehensive internationalization of
Joomla! supports right to left languages (e.g. Hebrew or Arab) and extended character sets.

Download at: http://tr.im/FktB

System Monitor: iStat menus monitors your entire system right from your menubar, with eight separate
and highly configurable menu extras. You'll always know exactly what's going on inside your Mac. You'll
be able to view your CPU usage, memory usage, disk usage and activity, network monitors, the internal
temperature of your Mac, fan speeds, bluetooth status, and more. All from the Apple Menubar.

Download at: http://tr.im/Fkvx

Find Software Alternatives: If you’re dissatisfied with any program you currently use, check out
http://tr.im/FkxQ . At the site you may find a free or less expensive alternative to many other programs.
Alternatives are listed by popularity and with a link to the download site. Select the “Mac” tab at top right
before doing your searches.
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The Computer Club’s Mac SIG meets the 2" and 4™ Tuesday of each month in the Classroom at 6:30
PM. (Note: Dark on 12/22). Come to learn, ask questions, and share ideas with fellow Mac users.
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SCSCC December LAB MONITORS

Raldiris, Ralph December 2
Pollet, John Wed

Pun, Raymond December 5
Zuzich, John Sat

Wessler, Norm December 7
Enlow, Jim Mon
Brennan, Tom December 9
Scott, Susie Wed
Mallonee, Bill December 12
Cohen, Fred Sat

York, Blanche December 14
Hopkins, Enid Mon

Smith, Opal December 16
Collins, Tamara Wed

Wiens, Ed December 19

Kinn, Rebecca

Sat

Loeffler, Sheila
Halvorson, Marilyn

December 21
Mon

Scott, Susie
Southwell, Jeff

December 23
Wed

Helling, Dean
Helling, Bonnie

December 26
Sat

Ayers, John December 28
Ayers, Lois Mon
Bulach, Edna December 30
Raldiris, Ralph Wed
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